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Personal Details 

Born in Rome on the 29th of June 1968. Address: via Filippo Casini, 5, 00153 Rome, tel. +39 

065884069, e-mail: vmeliciani@luiss.it 

 

Current position 

Full Professor of Applied Economics at the University LUISS Guido Carli of Rome, Italy 

Director of the Luiss Institute for European Analysis and Policy 

Director of the Master in European Economic Governance, LUISS Guido Carli 

Director of the “Fabio Gobbo” Industrial and Financial Research Centre (GRIF), Luiss Guido Carli 

Economic advisor for the European Commission DG Grow 

 

Previous positions and visiting 

 

• Visiting scholar, OFCE, SciencesPo, 15 June -15 July 2024 

• 2016-2023: Coordinator of the Luiss PhD in Management 

• 2020-2023: Director of the Luiss School of European Political Economy 

• 2016-2020: Luiss Academic Director of the Program QTEM 

• 2007-2015: Full Professor of Economic Policy at the University of Teramo 

• 2013-2015: President of the post-graduate degree in Corporate and Market Finance and 

member of the Observatory for Scientific Research of the University of Teramo. 

• 2011-2013: Director of the Department of Theories and Policies for Social Development, 

University of Teramo; 

• 2006-2012: Member of the Evaluation Committee (NUVA), University of Teramo 

• 2005-2007: Associate Professor of Economics, University of Teramo;  

• 1999-2005: Research Fellow in Economics, University of Teramo; 

• 2014 (July): Visiting Professor, London School of Economics and Political Science; 

• 2000 (September-December): Visiting scholar, University of Minnesota, USA; 

• 1999 (September-December); Visiting fellow, SPRU, University of Sussex, UK; 

• 1992 (January-September); Research contract at the National Research Council (CNR); 

Institute for Studies on Scientific Research and Documentation  (ISRDS) 

 

Education 



• 2001: doctoral degree, University Tor Vergata of Rome, thesis: “Convergence in per capita 

GDP in Europe: 1980-1996”, supervisor Prof. Franco Peracchi; 

• 1998: PhD, University of Sussex, Brighton, UK, thesis “Technical Change, Patterns of 

Specialisation and Uneven Growth in OECD Countries”, supervisors Prof. Keith Pavitt and 

Prof. Nick von Tunzelmann; 

• 1993: master in International Economics, University of Sussex, Brighton, UK, with 

distinction; 

• 1991: laurea in Economics, mark 110/110 cum laude, Libera Università Internazionale degli 

Studi Sociali (LUISS) of Rome, thesis: “Industrial districts in Italy”, supervisor prof. F. Fuga. 

 

Teaching 

Full Professor of Industrial Economics and Industrial Dynamics at the University LUISS Guido Carli 

of Rome since 2015. She has teaching experience in International Economics, Economics, Economic 

Policy, Political Economy, Microeconomic, Macroeconomic, Economic Development, Monetary 

Economics, Industry and Trade, Public Finance and Public Economics. She has teaching experience 

in English at the John Cabot University and in Master, Doctoral Programmes and seminars at the S. 

Anna School for Advanced Studies, the University of Manchester, the University of Sussex, the 

LUMSA University.  

 

 

Scholarships 

• 1996-1998: European Union scholarship “Human Capital and Mobility”; 

• 1993-1995: National Research Council scholarship to study at the University of Sussex, 

Brighton, UK; 

• 1993: scholarship for the doctorate at the European Institute in Fiesole (declined); 

• 1992: scholarship of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for attending the course in European 

studies at the College of Europe (declined); 

• 1991: five years scholarship from the Association "Amici della LUISS" for teaching and 

research activities. 

 

 

Conferences, seminars and summer schools 

She has presented papers at several Congresses such as the Schumpeter Society, the European 

Economic Association, the Econometric Society, the European Regional Science Association, the 



Geography of Innovation Conference, the DRUID conference; she has given several seminars in 

Italian universities and abroad (Manchester, UK; Maastricht, Netherlands; Strasbourg, France; 

Aalborg, Denmark); she has attended several Summer Schools (Summer School in Jerusalem on 

“Evolution and learning in game theory and economics”, June 12-22, 1995; European programme 

“Economics of Technical and Institutional Change” (ETIC), Maastricht, June 1996; Tor Vergata 

Summer School “Unemployment: Theories and Empirical Evidence”, Rome Tor Vergata, July 1998). 

In particular: 

• Schumpeter Society, Stockholm, 1996, speaker 

• European Economic Association, Tolosa, 1997, speaker 

• European Economic Association, Lausanne, 2001, speaker 

• Econometric Society, Parigi, 2002, speaker 

• A Conference in Honour of Keith Pavitt, SPRU, University of Sussex, 2003, speaker 

• Money, Macro and Finance, Creta, 2005, speaker 

• European Society for Population Economics, Parigi, 2005, speaker 

• XX National Conference of Labor Economics, Roma, 2005, speaker 

• Money, Macro and Finance, Birkbeck, Londra, 2008, speaker 

• Cournot Centre, The new International Division of Labor, Parigi, 2009, Invited Speaker  

• Ministero dell’Economia e delle Finanze, Dipartimento del Tesoro, Italy’s External 

Competitiveness, 2009, speaker 

• Technical Change: History, Economics and Policy. A Conference in Honour of Nick von 

Tunzelmann, 2010, speaker 

• Italian Economic Society, Catania, 2010, speaker 

• Associazione Italiana di Scienze Regionali, Torino, 2011, speaker and discussant 

• Associazione Italiana di Scienze Regionali, Roma Tor Vergata, 2012, Chair, speaker and 

discussant 

• Italian Economic Society, Matera, 2012, speaker 

• International Trade Study Group, Trento, 2012, speaker 

• Banca d’Italia, Rapporto Economia Abruzzo, Aquila, 2012, Invited Speaker 

• European Regional Science Association, Palermo, 2013, speaker and Chair 

• Banca d’Italia, Rapporto Economia Abruzzo, Teramo, 2013, Invited Speaker 

• Gran Sasso Science Institute, Aquila, 2014, Discussant 

• ISTAT, Roma, 2014, Discussant 



• Birkbeck College, Center for Innovation Management Research, July 2014, Invited 

Discussant and Speaker 

• Italian Economic Society, October 2014, Trento, Chair, Discussant and Speaker 

• University La Sapienza of Rome, Explaining Economic Change Conference,  November 

2014, Chair, Discussant and Speaker 

• DRUID Annual Conference, University LUISS Guido Carli, June 2015, Discussant and 

Speaker 

• Italian Economic Society, October 2015, Naples, Discussant and Speaker 

• DRUID Annual Conference, Copenhagen Business School, June 2016, Discussant and 

Speaker 

• Banca d’Italia, Rapporto Economia Lazio, Luiss University, 2016, Invited Speaker 

• National Bank of Poland, Warsaw, July 2016, Invited Speaker 

• Italian Economic Society, October 2016, Bocconi, Milan, Discussant and Speaker 

• DRUID Annual Conference, NYU Stern School of Business, New York, June 2017, 

Discussant and Speaker 

• AISRE Conference, Cagliari, September 2018, Discussant and Speaker 

• INAPP Workshop, Cambiamento strutturale, imprese e lavoro, November 2018, Invited 

Speaker 

• Regional Science Association, Santiago de Compostela, June 2019, Speaker 

• GEOINNO Conference, Stavanger, January 2020, Speaker  

• Schumpeter Society, Luiss Guido Carli (online), July 2021, Speaker 

• Accademia Italiana dei Lincei, June 2021, Speaker 

• DRUID, October 2021, Speaker and Discussant 

• Italian Economic Society, October 2022, Tourin, Speaker 

• Roundtable event Navigating war, energy crisis and interest rates: The IMF's Regional 

Economic Outlook, November 2022, Speaker 

• Società di Economia e Politica Industriale, Università degli studi di Napoli Federico II 

• Festival dell’Economia di Trento, May 2023, Invited Speaker 

• Italian Economic Society, October 2023, Aquila, Speaker 

• Festival dell’Economia di Trento, May 2024, Invited Speaker 

• UNCTAD, Commision on Science and Technology for Development, October 2024, Geneva, 

Panelist 

• Italian Economic Society, October 2024, Urbino, Speaker 



 

 

Research projects and policy advice 

She has worked in many projects financed by the National Research Council, the Commission of the 

European Communities, the Ministry for Education, University and Research, the Bank of Rome, the 

School for Public Administration, The Ministry for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, 

and ISFOL (Istituto per lo Sviluppo della Formazione Professionale dei Lavoratori). She has provided 

policy advice to the Joint Research Centre (Institute for Prospective Innovation Studies), the DG 

Information Society, Trentino Sviluppo SPA, the Italian Advanced School for Public Administration, 

the DG Grow.  More details follow: 

• Sustainable growth, Employment Creation and Technological Integration in the European 

Knowledge – based Economies,– (01/10/2001 - 30/06/2004) European Commission Fifth 

Framework Programme; 

• La Net Economy nella Pubblica Amministrazione, Advanced school for public administration, 

2003 

• Evaluation Models and Tools for Assessment of Innovation and Sustainable Development at 

the EU level; DG Information Society; December 2005 – October 2006;  

• The role of Business Services for Innovation, Internationalisation and structural change, 

funded by the Italian Ministry for Education, University and Research (MIUR), September 

2007-August 2009 (Principal Investigator), 73,000 euros. 

• Analysis of e-Inclusion impact resulting from advanced R&D based on economic modelling 

in relation to innovation capacity, capital formation, productivity, and empowerment; DG 

Information Society; January 2009 – 2011; 

• Using State-of-the-Art Models and Tools for the Assessment of ICT Impacts and Growth and 

Competitiveness in a Low-Carbon Economy, DG Information Society; January-December 

2009. 

• The development and diffusion of Information and Communication Technologies and 

Knowledge Intensive Business Services. New Challenges for competitiveness and growth in 

advanced and emerging economies, World Trade Organization; September-December 2012. 

Individual Grant 

• Obiettivo Crescita. Il finanziamento delle imprese tra banche e marcati, AREL, 2012. 

Individual Grant. 

• Cavalcando i flussi. Immigrati, mercato del lavoro e integrazione sociale e culturale nella 

provincia di Teramo, progetto di eccellenza, Fondazione Tercas, 2011-2013 



• Study on the specialization of EU regions in emerging and high-opportunity technologies, 

(December 2014 – July 2015), Institute for Prospective Technological Studies (IPTS), 

European Commission; 

• Open Innovation, un nuovo indicatore per la misurazione del fenomeno, Fondazione Enel, 

2019-2021. Principal Investigator. 

• Grandi imprese estere e filiere produttive italiane: dall’impatto sui territori all’integrazione 

delle PMI nelle catene globali del valore, MAECI, 2021-2022, 10,000 euros. Principal 

Investigator. 

• Nearshoring e regionalizzazione delle catene globali del valore: implicazioni per il mercato 

del lavoro in Europa, MAECI, 2021-2022, 10,000 euros. Principal Investigator. 

• Il settore farmaceutico e biomedicale nel Lazio: attrattività dell’ecosistema e prospettive di 

sviluppo, Unindustria, 2021-2022, 40,000 euros. Principal Investigator. 

• Nearshoring e regionalizzazione delle catene globali del valore: implicazioni per il mercato 

del lavoro in Europa, MAECI, 2021-2022, 10,000 euros. Principal Investigator. 

• Nearshoring struttura delle catene globali del valore e volatilità: opportunità per l’Italia di una 

maggiore integrazione con il continente africano, MAECI, 2022-2023, 10,000 euro. Principal 

Investigator. 

• Procurement della banche multilaterali di sviluppo: criticità e prospettive per l’export delle 

piccole e media imprese italiane, MAECI, 2022-2023. Principal Investigator 

• Intangible assets and asymmetries in European value chains: the position of Italian firms and 

sectors, funded by the Italian Ministry for Education, University and Research (MIUR), 

September 2023-September 2025, 100,492 euros, Principal Investigator 

• Global value chains, digitalization and polarization in Europe, PRIN-PNRR, December 2023-

November 2025, 220,000 euros. 

• Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence (JMCE) named the EU Inclusive Open Strategic Autonomy 

Centre (EU-IOSAC), November 2023-November 2026, 99,558 euros 

• Economic advisor for DG Grow, November 2023-November 2024 

 

Main research interests 

• The role of innovation for international competitiveness, employment and economic growth; 

• Global value chains; 

• Industrial Policy 

• The evolution of income and employment disparities across European regions; 

• Determinants and effects of Information and Communication Technologies; 



• Specialisation and growth; 

• Knowledge intensive business services; 

• Multiple banking relationships; 

• Entry channels in the labour market, overeducation, wages and unemployment spell  

 

Other Expertise 

She is member of the Scientific Committee of “Centro Europa Ricerche”. 

She is associate Editor of the journal Structural Change and Economic Dynamics. 

She is referee for several reviews such as Regional Studies, Research Policy, Industrial and Corporate 

Change, Structural Change and Economic Dynamics, Industry and Innovation, Papers in Regional 

Science, Journal of Economic and Social Geography, Economics of Innovation and New Technology, 

Technological Forecasting and Social Change, International Economics and Economic Policy, 

Journal of Economic Surveys, Economic Modelling, etc. 
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